there was plenty of time to prepare. Yet for years after this
date British Governments claimed to believe that the cardinal
tenet of Italian foreign policy was never to do anything that
would antagonize England. Italy, the booted leg standing up
to the knee in the Mediterranean, would never challenge the
most powerful naval power in the world.

The vast armaments of Italy seem to have been similarly
underestimated. Perhaps the gods had made England blind.
In January 1935, three months before Stresa, Mussolini asked
Simon to define England's attitude about Abyssinia and
received no answer from that cautious attorney.

In June 1935, two months after Stresa and four months
before the invasion of Abyssinia, Eden saw Mussolini and
reported home that Mussolini, learning of inflexible British
opposition, was deeply depressed. I believe he even expressed
sympathy for 'the defeated Napoleon*.

In July one of my useful friends, who had been to Abyssinia,
foretold to me the exact course of the Italian campaign.

In October 1935 Italy invaded and in May 1936 annexed
Abyssinia. A triumph not of martial valour but of forethought,
well-laid plans, well-weighed odds and superb organization.

I do not lie awake at nights worrying about the Abyssinians,
I could never understand why British public opinion was so
sensitive about Abyssinians being killed by Italians and
Chinese by Japanese and so placidly indifferent about white
men in Spain, whose fate affects themselves much more
directly, being killed by Italians and Germans and Moors.

Italy took Abyssinia by exactly the same methods by which
the Abyssinians once took Abyssinia, by which England took
her colonies. The ruling clique in Abyssinia consisted of a
group of families, rather like the deux cent families in France,
who were only concerned to keep a vice-like hold on the
country and enrich themselves. The majority of the popula-
tion, as my useful friend from Abyssinia tells me, is indifferent
whether it is ruled by these men or by the Italians.

It is nonsense that black men all over Africa have been
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